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NTAPT 

December 2009 Meeting


	12-10-09

	
	10:30

	
	Eddie Dean’s – The Ranch
944 S. Lamar.
Dallas Tx, 75202

	Meeting called by:
	NTAPT Executive Committee
	Type of meeting:
	Monthly Meeting

	Hosting Facilitator: 
Mike Williams  

214 – 693 - 3439
	
	Secretary: Christine Turner
	

	Agenda Items

	Topic
	Presenter
	Time allotted

	

	· 10:30  Call Meeting to Order
	Carl Cater
	1 Minute

	· Booker  T   H.S.  Choir
	Doug Becker
	Open time limit

	· Welcome Vendors
	Carl Cater
	2 Minutes

	· Welcome First Time Attendees and Guest
	
	

	· Opening Remarks/ welcome – Mike Brown, asst Sup Dallas ISD
	Doug Becker
	2 Minutes

	· Treasury Report
	Linda Berrier
	1 Minute

	· Introduction of Vendor Sponsor -                                                  
· Safe Guard Bus Seating
· Aaron Action – National Sales Manager – School Bus Product
	Mike Williams
	Open time Limit

	·  DPS - Rebecca Rocha,
	Jim Humphrey’s
	30 minutes

	· Legislative Update – Jim Norman, Cranford Graves
	Carl Cater
	30 minutes

	· Prayer
	Donnie Dewberry
	1 minute

	· Adjournment
	Carl Cater
	1 minute

	
	
	

	Minutes

	
	Doug Becker welcomed everyone to the meeting, and introduced the Booker T. Washington “Meistro Singers” directed by Gloria Stevens.  They performed a jazzy medley of Christmas tunes including “Deck the Halls” and “In the Bleak Midwinter”. Soloists Alex Gonzales and Mary Kay Kinney added a special touch.  The performance was enjoyed greatly by the meeting group.
Carl recognized our vendors and guests, and then introduced the TAPT president, Jackie Fields.  Jackie shared the following information:

· Thanked Mike & Betty Williams for working as the conference companions this year, and Colleen Martin for her work as the site coordinator

· This year’s conference will be June 18th through June 23rd, and the program is ready to go 
· Asked that we keep TAPT member Kenny Coleman in our thoughts and prayers.  Kenny is scheduled to undergo surgery for a brain tumor on Dec. 11th
· Thanked the vendors once again, and asked that members recognize a vendor by writing a letter to TAPT for the Vendor Honoree award

· Encouraged members to nominate bus drivers and bus assistants, and to apply for the various scholarships available.  Information and forms are located on the TAPT website 

· Anyone interested in running for office for TAPT please contact Colleen Martin or Steve Bond, area representatives 
· TAPT Executive Secretary position is open, and they are now accepting applications

· Remember to sign up for the classes in Frisco, Jan. 16th & 17th, and mentioned that other districts were working on having classes available at their locations.  Form is on website

· Poster Contest slogan – Be Aware of Danger Zone

· Speech Contest slogan – Wheels of the Future, Going Green

· A TAPT vendor committee has been formed and will have a liaison to the TAPT executive committee to bring vendor ideas and concerns forward

Carl introduced Mr. Mike Brown, assistant superintendent for Dallas County Schools.  Mike gave a few words and welcomed everyone to the district.
Mike Williams thanked the choir for their inspirational singing, and introduced Aaron Action, with Safe Guard Bus Seating.  Aaron gave an informative presentation on Safe Guards’ facility, headquarters, and products.  He showed examples of the different sled, crash/barrier, and roll-over  testing that is performed on their seats.  Any questions or orders for brochures can be directed to him, and information is available on their website.  

Carl introduced Dennis Thompson from Roundrock ISD.  Dennis encouraged everyone to recognize their technicians by nominating them for TASBT’s Employee and Supervisor of the year awards.  They also offered classes at the Gulf Coast Conference and will be having their 3rd annual technician’s competition in March, hosted by Spring ISD.  Two winners will then move on to the state competition in June.  

Jim Humphreys introduced Rebecca Rocha, program administrator for school bus transportation with the DPS.  Rebecca shared information regarding:
· Seat Belt laws – they have chosen TTI to conduct study and present TEA with results

· TEA will develop a plan using study results, crash analysis, and recommendations from other qualified safety organizations

· 10 million available in revenue funds, but there is a tight deadline for it.  2010 specs should be posted in mid January on the DPS website

· State Certification program is currently being re-written and will include new guides, videos, handbooks, and will include references to laws.  Early summer is the target deadline for distribution of program materials

· Thomas Campbell with Garland ISD asked a question about DPS offices and there seemingly inconsistent office hours and criteria for passing drivers.  Rebecca responded that there is a new chief administrator who is currently making changes within the agency, and that is has the potential to be changed into a civilian agency, which would mean no more state trooper involvement.  Rebecca offered to be our spokesperson for any issues

Jim Norman spoke next on legislative updates and funding, and encouraged everyone to write letters to our legislators regarding funding.  There has been no “per mile” increase in 25 years and money is running out.  He thanked Rebecca Rocha for representing all of the districts across Texas so well.

Lunch prayer was given by Donnie Dewberry and the meeting was adjourned.




