MINUTES OF JANUARY NTAPT MEETING

1/10/08

The January 10, 2008 NTAPT meeting was hosted by Grand Prairie ISD.  The meeting was called to order by President Thomas Campbell at 10:30 a.m.  The board members that were present are listed below:

Thomas Campbell

President

Mike Horn


President-Elect

Linda Berrier


Treasurer 

Barbara Russell

Secretary

Tammy Loveless

Historian & Website Coordinator

Mr. Campbell welcomed everyone to the January meeting and wished everyone a happy new year.  All new people were welcomed and introduced.  The vendors were thanked and recognized next.

Phil Gurke, the transportation director from Grand Prairie and the host, welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.

Committee reports were given by the committee chairs.

The speech committee, chaired by Lou Autry, who was not in attendance, is requesting help from all NTAPT members in soliciting speech contestants.  

Harry Russell, the chairman of the poster committee, gave a short report that the judging for the posters would be on March 13, 2008 in Carrollton-Farmers Branch.  He was urging all members to talk to the school art teachers so that NTAPT would have a good number of posters to judge.  He had extra copies of the rules to pass out to all interested members.

Christie Hooper, the scholarship chairman, was also encouraging members to apply for scholarships for this year.  The scholarships are open to any children of transportation employees.  There will be two scholarships in the amount of $500.00 each to be given out.  A possibility of a third scholarship will be decided up later by the NTAPT board. Terry Schubert also mentioned the members to encourage other vendors to participate in the vendor scholarship fund.

Jim Humphries, the road-eo chairman, gave a short report that the road-eo will be held on April 19th at Plano East High School.  He asked for people to sign up for judges and volunteers.  He also would like help with the buses.  

The nominating committee chairman, Mike Williams, was not present.  Mr. Campbell urged all members to be thinking about running for office or selecting appropriate candidates.  

Mr. Campbell then gave an update on the Frisco certification classed on January 19th and 20th.  There are 52 currently registered for Saturday’s Introduction to Transportation and 48 registered for Personnel Management.  TAPT is still taking registrations on their web site.

The minutes from the December 2007 meeting were read by secretary, Barbara Russell.  No corrections or changes were requested.

Linda Berrier gave the treasurer’s report.  The opening balance was $10,098.93 and the ending balance was 10024.36.  There was an outstanding check for $175.00 for gift card door prizes in the month of December.
At 11:05 a.m., Mike Horn, President Elect, opened the floor for discussions on any topics.  Field trip assignments were discussed and various ideas were presented to help any of the districts that were looking for new ideas on how to implement or change their program.  

Phil Gurke brought up the grant money that is available from Texas Emission Reduction Plan that is available from the TCEQ website.  Mr. Gurke said that there was money available and this agency was targeting the Dallas area.  There will be a seminar next Wednesday, January 16, 2008 in Arlington on how to fill out the paperwork for these grants.  For more information, please refer to the TCEQ website at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/index.html.   

Terry Schubert from Hydrotex that sponsored the lunch gave a short presentation on his products and to contact him for any help or further information.

Les Harding then said grace and the meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m. 

