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	Open Meeting
	Carl Cater
	

	
	Carl opened the meeting by thanking the vendor sponsors.  He then asked for new attendees to identify themselves and be

	
	recognized.  Due to the program length, some topics were left out, including the finance report.   The posting of the colors

	
	was performed by Dallas County’s ROTC officers.  

	
	


	Reminders/Announcements
	Carl Cater
	

	
	Carl asked that everyone remember Jim Meyers brother, who just had surgery.   Carl reminded everyone about the Poster

	
	Contest and the TAPT classes in January.  Terry Penn told an inspirational story about teaching his sons the true meaning

	
	of Christmas and the spirit of giving.   Dallas County’s girl’s choir performed several Christmas carols.


	Updates/Legislative Discussion
	Lee Iredale, Terry Penn
	

	
	Lee talked about the importance of TAPT, not just as an organization, but as a tool for collectively having a voice and 

	
	influence with state and national legislative decisions and processes concerning pupil transportation issues.  Lee talked 

	
	about how Homeland Security is more aware of how vulnerable school buses are, and that there are no clear regulations

	
	that can prevent terrorists from obtaining CDL licenses.  Homeland Security staff will be attending the June TAPT 

	
	conference to bring us up to date.  Another hot topic is seat restraints on school buses.  The younger generations of today

	
	have never known not wearing seatbelts.  Public opinion seems to be leaning towards expecting seatbelts on school buses.

	
	Maybe we should embrace the issue instead of opposing the public’s desire for safer buses.  Seat manufacturers have 

	
	come out with innovative ideas to accommodate more students and lessen the impact of the seatbelt laws on districts.

	
	Terry Penn talked about a TEA study group that focuses on our needs and that it has been positive so far.  He is developing

	
	a forum that will allow districts to post their concerns and ideas.  Terry will then be able to present this information to

	
	the committees.  He talked about how rules and policies by TEA are what limit our funding, and policies can be changed

	
	quicker than legislation.  The study group has focused on 2 basic areas: Long Term – laws, rate changes, software redesign

	
	Short Term: policy changes relating to eligible rider ship and route measurement.  Dr. Graves with Pinnacle Medical talked

	
	about the new ruling on direct observation for DOT testing, and urged any district being audited by DOT to contact him.

	
	

	Additional Information

	

	Special notes: 


	

	Jim Norman stated that he appreciates NTAPT’s influence in the TAPT organization.
Mike Williams thanked everyone for attending, and for being wonderful people to work with.

Mike gave the lunch prayer and shuttle buses were available to transport members to the restaurant.  


